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lOLINESS THE I L OBJECT OP THB 

ATu T. 

18 18 a faithful snyiagt I -hy of all aceeptntlon, that 

Ilhrist came iiit4) tlie work five gwnei's" From WKAf 
e propose to save tliem ? w plain t^xts of Scripture 

iswer this questioiu 

the first page of the New Testament it is written, ** She 
I shall bring forth a flon, and thou shalt call his name 
5 [Saviour] for //^ s/iull muvc his people from their SINS.'' 
I : 21. " What the hnw could not do, in that it was weak 
li the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the likeness 
ul flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh ; that 
hteoitsneHs of the law might he fut filled in us^ Rom. 8 : 3, 
yhrist loved the Church, and gave himself for it, thai he 
mnctify and cleanse itJ^ Eph. 5 : 25, 26. " You, that were 
ime alienated, and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
w hath he reconciled, in the body of his flesh through 
to present you hobj^ and unhlamahle^ and, unreprovahle in 
ht." Col. 1 : 21, 22. ** Who gave himself for us, that he 
i^edeem us from all iniquity,^^ Titus 2 : 14. These texts 
tly declare tlic object of tlic mission and sacriflco of Christ 
he salvation of his people, not merely or primarily from 
isequences of tlieir sins, but from their sins themselves, 
ding salvation into two great parts, viz., forgiveness of pai?t 
\ purification from [)rosent sin, it is plainly implied in nearly 
! declarations of the Bible touching the Hubject, that the 
part is i\\G primary^ and the former the secondary oh^aci of 

(3) 



A Obfeet of the AUmemenU 

the work of Chriflt. This appears in the above quotations. Puri- 
fication was §0 much more profninent than forgiveness in the minds 
of the New Tesitament writers, that their language in those pas- 
sages, and many otiiers, would almost lead to the conclusion that 
Jt was the ofUjf object of the atonement. Tlie promise of the 
new covenant, as quoted by Paul in Heb. 10 : 10, 17, exhibits 
T)oth imrts of salvation, in their proper order of importance* 
^ This is the covenant that I will make with them after those 
^ays, saith the Lord ; /will put vty laws into their hearts^ and 
'%n their mindn wiU 1 write ttiem ; [this is purification ;] and their 
MU and iniquities will Irejnemlter no more /* [this is forgiveness*] 
It is true that forgiveness, in the order of time, necessarily pre- 
cedes purification. The imst must be forgiven, before men cau 
be saved from the present and future power of sin. Hence we 
find salvation set forth in the following manner : '' If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to /orgioe ue our nins^ nud to 
cleanse us from all tairighftouMnestf" 1 .Tolin 1 : 9. Here the 
order of the actual process of salvation is exhibited : 1st, con- 
fession ; 2d, forgiveness ; 3d, purification. But it is obvious that 
forgiveness, instead of taking precedence of purification in impor- \ 
tance, only bears the relation to it of means to an end. God > 
pardons us that he may cleanse us. Forgiveness is the founda- 
tion of purification ; but purification is that, without which for- 
giveness would be worthless, as a foundation would be worthless ; ' 
without a superstructure. 

When, therefore, Christ is called the " Lamb of God. thai ', 
iaketh away the sin of the worlds" we understand the language ; 
as meaning more than that by the atonement he has provided for 
the /(rtgiveness of mankind, and so has taken away the legal con^ 
sequences of sin. The ^^ taking amay of sins'* is spoken of in 
Heb. 10 : 4, as equivalent to a cleansing, by which the conscience 
is purged from sin, and by which " the comer thereto is made ■ 
perfect" The apostle says that the sacrifices of the law could not ' 
effect this cleansing ; but he holds up tlie sacrifice of the Lamb 
of God, as able thus to *' take away sins." His language is : ' 
** By the which will [the will of God executed by Christ on the ! 
cross, which will is given to believers by the Holy Spirit], we are , ' 
sanedfied^ through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once ' 
for all." Ver. 10. And again. " By one offering he hath forever ' 
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otsfl tliom that are nmictified.'' Var. 14, This langoago eei^ 
y oscriba^ a pnnfiflnfj power to tlio atonement, anil, tDdeed^ 
ich a way as wfioUy to cclipso ita purchase of forgiveness. 

flaid in 1 Jolui 3 ; 5» tliat Clirist ** was manifested to take 
' our sins ;" hm\1 tlie meaiuag of Uio eiprcsHion is cloarlj 
rained by what immediately follows ; " Wiioitoci}er ahideih 
ini siNNETH NOT ; whitmMvrr sitinei/t h4ifh not n^eji Aii/i, 
";• known him J- lie " takes! away sin ^' in such a way, that 
who avail th^:'[n7i(.'lvC3 of his ancririco do not Cf/mmit *tw, 
is view of the oWjcet for which Jesuf^ Christ eatne into the 
1 and laid down Ikis lis view alone, jus ti flea as in 

ig the nu^sni^^i* wiiieli iim, *^tlw ^hi-iom gospel of 

'esscd GoiU^ A *' i^n»sp fhetu^^^ "{/?nd tldimp of great 

Luke 2 : 1(K Hut Jesi it broujo^ltt no iiftCH to the 

1, if his mcsHiijirt^ whjs moi * cliiefly a procbmution of 

on, For^ivciir-:^ liitd heoii h^i\ to tlie penitent from the 

ning of the ^vmhl. (So^l I roclaimr^d iilmself to Moses 

he chihlren of Inriiel, **mer and ^mdous, long^-Ruffering, 

hunchint in jr'HuliMvs-* and truth, keeping meroy for thoiju^nds, 
n\\)i ini(piity, transgression and ain." Ex. 34 : 6, 7. The 
1 tidings of groat joy" wliich the angels represented as com- 
ith the birth of Christ, wore in fact tidings of things well 
n to the pro|)hots and patriareiis, if tiiey related only to the 
)ning mercy of (Jod. Bnt if Jesus Christ came proclaiming 
nly the mercy of God in |)ar(loning sin, but also his power to 
5C and preserve from sin ; if in addition to the forgiveness 
I was given to the patriarchs and prophets, he proposed to 
3 believers with tlie robe of righteousness ; in a word, if it 
IS we have shown, his peculiar office to ^^ save his people 
tlieir sifis/^ then truly he brought "good news" to the world 
message is worthy to be called " the glorious gospel." 



THE SINS OP THE OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS 
IRRELEVANT. 

s obvious that the doctrine of salvation from sin, thus exhib 

s not liable to any objections drawn from the experience of 

who lived be/o?'e the iminifest(Ui(ni of Christ, We do not 
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Sim of Old T&(lamtni Bimt$. 

pely K% all upon *^e uno of tljo word perfict in rcfcronce to Noah, 
Jobf £c, ; and we have no orciigfon to provo that any of tlie '* Old 
Tentament Haints" wuro fit^e from Bin< On tlie contrary we ad- 
mit, Day we insi&t» that sulvation from ain " wns unknown to t!ie 
agdp and genoratioim**0ftljo Jewish ilmfHjm^fttion.and wa^ revealed 
only after the comin^r of Chrmt* Wo dniw n very brood line of 
distuietioa between tlie dii'pciimUiou iKjforo, and the dispensation 
after the manifestation of Chris L To adduce the sins of Moses 
and Davldf as proof that the goapcl docs not j^ve entire salvation 
from sin, is to overlook aUo,f?ctl>cr this distinctiou of dispensations, 
and m fact to assume tlmt Jesus Christ brougtil no new blessings 
to the world* Tins is a^ absurd an it would be to undertake to 
dbpro?e tlie realities of the wondei-s effected at the present time 
by steam power and the art of printings by rcfcrrinir to facts that 
occurred a tljouj^and years ago. For w^. dlijrni, and have shown, 
and shall show more abundantly, that tlie cominij: of Jesus Christ 
effected a revolution in the condition of nmnUind with reference 
to spiritual privilege, a3 great a-^ was effected in mechanics and 
lettcr.^» by the discovery of steam p^wor, and the invention of the 
presfi. 

The Old Tes^tament saints did indeed foresee the coming ol 
Christ, and rejoice in view of the blessings he was to bring. The 
prophets foretold that a ** way of holiness" should bo cast up ; 
that a " new covenant," securing obedience, should bo given to 
God's people ; that they should be ** sprinkled with clean water,'* 
and "a new heart and right spirit" should be given them. But 
that this foresight did not by any means amount to a possession 
of the salvation of the gospel, is very evident from the following 
declaration of Peter : " Ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory ; receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your 
soTjils: of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you : 
searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which 
was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand tJie sufferings 
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ive church as ttcexvinf " ft smlYatioQ of their Boub " which 
d Testament propheta wiXjfarfUM an about to eome ofi^ 

Tei'^gn of Chriiit. 

an objector may ask, " Were not the Old Teetament soiuts 
?" We answer, Y^ ; Imt not till Cbriat came in the flesh* 
!(I)oaking of tiie wliolo Hue from Abel dovrnward, sajs-^ 

all, having oblamed good re|K)rt through laith, ttaived 
promiite, Go(i having provided Bome better tiling for iis, thai 
mio\rrvSf<Aou/ii nothemndeper/ectJ' Heb* 11 : 39» 40, Per- 
>liness (and of course salvation) was given to the eainta in 
orld and in the spirih ' " ' the same time ; and it was 
ven to either, till thi ion of the divine and bih 
atures was effocted b> ition and deatli of Christ. 
t the Old Tes lament suiubs nly had faith ; and wa3 it 
y/7?5r faith ?" It was saving lia respect — it kept them 
espair, and from such gn sgression^a as would have 
thoir ruin, and gnve thcm >c, more or less clear and 
of ultimate, complete redoti ; but it did not nave them 
in — it did not put them in pos^se^ttton of that which the} 
for. '* Tlioy died in faitli, not having reoeiued the promises^ 
\u')tgseen ihem afar off'J^ Heb. 11 : 13. Their faith, like a 
;hat connects a ship with the shore, connected them with a 

salvation. The end of thoir faith, the shore which they 
for, was perfect holiiie??3 ; but that shore they never reached, 
er '* the sufferings of Christ" — the outpouring of the blood 
new covenant. Then the saints on earth and in heaven 
')ed the end of their faith, even the Malvation of their soids" 
ere not the Old Testament saints born of Ood till the times 

new covenant?" No; for Christ was the "first-born" 

all his brethren ; (Rom. 8 : 29 ;) " the head of the body, 
irch ; t^te bejinning, thp. jirHt-hornfrom the deadP Col. 1 : 
'he saints that lived before his manifestation, were heirs of 
•e sonship ; /. e., they had the promise of God that they 

be made partakers of the divine nature at a future time, 
rere thus jyrospectively " children ;" but experimentally they 
servajitsP and did not receive the spirit of adoption till the 
iction of the Christian dispensation. All this is plainly set 

1 the following passage : "The heir, as long as he is a child, 
A nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all ; but is 
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udflr tatofs and governora, uaiU the time appointai if ihfoihsr. 
St6q 80 wo, wlien wo wore children, w^re in bondj^ge undtJr the 
elementa of tho world. Bot whtn tlie fuUneei of the time wae 
coiie, Ood sent forth his l!k>n, made of a woman,, made under the 
bw. to redeem tlicm that were under the law, that we might re- 
edfe the adoption of soua* . And because yo are sons, God hath 
ml forth the Spirit of hie Son into your hearts^ crying, Abba, 
Fktlier. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son." Oal. 
4 : 1-7. The line of divbion between the servant dispensation, 
lad tlie son dispensation, clearly lies where Ood sent his Son into 
the world, and, after his sufferings, poured out the Holy Spirit. 

In denying that the Old Testament saints were born of God, 
ve most not be understood as denying that they had any religion. 
It appears by the passage above quoted, that there are two die' 
tinct etagev in religioue experience^ in the first of which men may 
properly be called eervantn of Ood, while yet they are not eone. 
It is important that this distinction should be clearly Sj[^^(x, and 
constantly kept in view. We admit, and teach, that tlic Old 
Testament saints were iteroantu of God in the ages before Christ, 
and Uiat tliey became sons at his coming. 

** Wut what is the difference between servants and sons ? Did not 
tlie Old Testament saints love God ?'' Yes ; and so nmuy servants 
love and honor their masters, while yet there is no vital- union^ 
no hlood-rdationship between them. So there was no vidd nnion 
between God and man, till Christ came in the flesh. Abraham 
called the friend of God, and he doubtless loved God as a 
i loves his firiend ; but it is not said in scripture, and it is not 
Inie, that Christ woe in him ; . that he dwdt in God, and God in 
Aim. This spiritual indwelling was ** hid from ages and from 
generations,'' and was manifested only after the mission of Christ. 
Col. 1 : 26, 27. It is this that brings men into HotMl-relationship 
to God, so that they arc entitled to the name of '*sons of 
God." 

It is written, '^ Eoery one that lovetlt is horn of Oiri," 1 
John 4:7. You adroit that the Old Testament saints loved 
Ood ; does it not necessarily follow that they were bom of 
God?" No ; for while we admit that they loved God aa a man 
loves his friend, we deny that they loved him " with alt their 
heart''* and this is the only kind of love that is approved by the 
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Any mcasuro of lore short of tliie, however uaefU it maj 
ts extermd effocta, and as a prepamtvm for nltiinate hotineaa. 
loyo in a legal |>oiDt of view, and la not tAe loye which 
lad in mind whun lie eaidi *' Ho that lovetU is born of Qod f 
8ubsoqucntly dolmos tlie love which constitutos men sons 
I, thiid : *' Oitd U love, and Ite Oial dmeUefA in t&ve^ dwdUih 
i and Ood in /tini.^^ Vcp. Ifi* Hero it appears that the 
r whicli John h sjiotiking is not a friendly feeling originate 
a man's own lu-arti but the love of God ** &fied abroad in 
trt Iff the Holy Ghnn* •^' '* *■" ^"vo wliich man can. never 
icturo by the work in i will, but which must be 

}d by dwelling in Of & loves with tlio strength 

?d by tlic law. Tliit ve was not in the world, 

rist roconciliMl und jdc Uvincand human natures. 

it were not the OKI Tft ntA partakers of the Holy 

V^ They wore, iu an i npc» The I'd ai ion which 

ustained to Goil, of sc friends, did not exclude 

roni his favorabU^ re^ai am liis spiritual bles^ng. 

was undoubtedly :^iieli ictiowamp of spirit between tUcm 
j(l, as may exist between friends. Tjjey were inatructcd, 
, an<l eomforted by the Holy Spirit. But this communion 
•t ra<lii'al iMH)u«^li to make them one with Ood» They were 
xl, but not married. Tlicir fellowship with God was not 
fous^ and as compared with that which is given by the new 
nt, was exti'rmd. It could not be said of them, that they 
in God and God in them. It is evident that they were not 
ers ol the samt power of the Holy Spirit, as that given 
the Christian dispensation, from the following passage : 
le last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
laying, If any tnan thirst, let him come unto me and drink, 
it bclieveth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his 
ihall flow rivoi*s of living water. But this spake he of 
irit, which they that believe on him should receive; for 
\y Ghost was not ytt given, because that Jesus was not yet 
:d." John 7 : 37-31). 

Old Testament saints had enough of the Spirit^s influence 

them that hopeful faith which we have described. Still 

Hie, that the pj'incip<d moral influence under which they 

as the hnv ; and " the law made nothing perfect." Hcb. 
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7 : 19. Indeed it was not tlie de^i^ of the law to save men from 
sin, bat simply to keep them within tlie reach of the ultimate 
spiritual agency of Christ ; just as tlie sliecpfold is not intended 
to wash tlie sheep, but to keep them within sndi bounds that the 
sbepherd can take them and wash them liimself. So far as the law 
IMPoduced any iiirrd effect on moral character, it increased rather 
than diminbhed sin. It ** entered THXTthe (jfence might abound." 
Rom. 5:21K This effect was nevertheless subservient to the 
general design of the legal ditipeneation, which was to prepare 
men for tlie subsequent spiritual dispensation ; since the law, in 
agiinravating sin, ripened convictton^ and so made men seiLsible of 
tlieir need of an almi;rlity Saviour. The preparatory character 
of die legal dispensation is set forth in the following passage : 
** Before faith came, wo were kept under Oie laio^ shut up unto the 
^atth which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law 
was onr scfiooimiptt^r to bring us to Christy that we might be jus- 
tified by faith. But after tliat faitli is come, we are no longer 
nnder a schoolmaster ; for ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus." Gal. 3 : 23-26. 

We conclude, from this view of the condition of the Old Tcs* 
tament saints, that their sia<< cannot be pertinently alleged as 
objections to the doctrine of salvation from sin. 

in. THE SINS OP CHRIST'S DISCIPLES, DURING HIS 
PERSONAL MINISTRY. IRRELEVANT. 

Wa are not yet past the difBcultios of our doctrine. The 
ot^tor may still allege, that sin remained in '* the saints " after 
the coming of Christ It is manifest that the disciples, while 
Christ was with them personally, were not free from sin. Tliey 
exhibited a hasty and bigoted zoal, in proposing to call fire from 
heaven to consume their opposers. Luke : 54. Carnal ambition 
and childish rivalry appeared among them. Luke 9 : 40. At the 
cross they all forsook their mrstor ; and Peter, the boldest and 
most devoted of them, thrice denied him with cursing and oaths. 
*^ All this shows (the objector may say) that salvation from sin 
did not come into the world with the coming of Christ." We 
admit the facts, but deny the inference. In order to show that 
the sins of the disciples during the |)ersonal ministry of Christ, 



iSin§ of th^ DimnpUs^ 



11 



have no force as objectioDd to our doctrino^ we will now bring to 
view more distinctly tlian we have yet done, the process by whicli 
salvation from sin is od'ected, and ascertain more ei^actlj when 
the Christian dispensation eommenced. 

The gospel is *' the power of God and the wudmn of God*" 
1 Cor. 1 : 24. In otlicr words, salvation is effected by two agen- 
cies, viz., the Spirit and the truth. Tlie Spirit id the living ageni 
in the work, and tlK^ truth is \U ut$trumenU 2 Thc^a. 2 : 13^ 
1 Pet. 1 : 22, <&c. Now the qu&ition is, at toJtat itmc in the history 
of Christ^s mission, were these two agencies, in t/te gospel $«nM, 
introduced and applied? We grant that partial measures of the 
Spirit and tho irntli wrrQ given to men in all ages. Yet it is true 
in an important sen.^e that " grace and truth came [only] by Jesus 
Christ ;" (Jolni 1 : 17 ;) so that the question is pertinent and in- 
telligible — W/ten n^as ifis Spiyii and InUh p^mtltar i^ the ChriS' 
ffdti ilisp'ns(tttnn, tjiirn to mankind t We have already seen a 
plain intimation in tho jms^agc quoted from 1 Pet. 1, that the 
gospel of proseut sidvalion went forth subsequently to *' the m^Br- 
ings of C/ir.sf," Vci\ U. That gospel is alao specially charac- 
terized by the fact that it was *' preached ivkh ilie Holtf 0^to§t 
sent down from heaven," Vcr. 12. We know that the Holy 
Ghost as promi8e<l for the " last days," was not sent down from 
heaven till after the *' suffering-^ of Christ." '' The Tloly OhoH 
wan liipt yH fjlven [i. e. during tho personal ministry of. Christ,! 
because tliat Jchuh wan not yet ylorljitidj^ John 7 : 89. " When h 
ascench'd up on hujh, ho led captivity captive, and [having that 
secured a channel for his spiritual power] gave gifts onto 
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^ieh I prcadied to yos, wliidi abo je liaTe leoeiTed, and whoreiii 
79 8Uiid ; h^ whUk aUo ye art mved.' [What m Umt goept^l 
The afiostle answeis :] I ddiTcrcd anto too, Jir$i of aii^ that 
vhicli I also received, how tliat Clirat died /or our snns^ aceord- 
^ to the Bcri|>tarc» ; aiid thai lie was baried, and that Ae rom 
•^♦a« the third dar^ according to the Mripturcs." I Cor. 16 : 1-4, 
Accordingly, the same a|iostle ehargCH Timothy to remember the 
'^nrrection as the princi|ial matter of hi8 ymiiel, (2 Tim. 2 : 8,) 
^tid maizes belief in the resnrrcction the very basis of salvation. 
Ham. 10 : 9. In fact Paiil'^ go:t|iel was briefly this : "* Christ died, 
^^VM firom the dead, ascended on high, and sent forth tlio Holy 
Spirit. By that Spirit wo are liu|itizcd into Christ and mudc par- 
^kers of his spiritual condition ; so that being crueijieil with him^ 
^*^ are dtnd to sin, and Imving risen with him, irc live to httiinesH." 
^ee Rom. i\ : 1, &c. ; 2 Cor. G : 14-16 ; Eph. 1 : 19. Now it is evi- 
dent that this go:(|icl could noi be preached until Christ liad died 
^nd ririen. Even if Hie Holy Spirit liiiil been given l)ef(ire, it 
^ould not have hail it< ittMtruments. The faets necessary to sal- 
iratioii were not in existence. 

It is manifest that Christ did not enter upon his oflice as a 
Mvior (Vom sin till nfter his ilouth. from a groat variety of such 
pas^^ges as the following: ^Though he were a son, yet learned 
ha olxNiience by the things which ho Huflfered ; nnd being mads 
per/rd^ [i. e. by tlio death of the cross,] he broavie the author 
qf eternal sdvaiion to all them that obey him.** Ilcb. 5 : 8, 9. 
** Where a testament is, there must ako of necessity be the death 
of the testator : for a testament is 0/ force after men are dead: 
otherwise it is 0/ no strength at all while the lector livilh,** Ileb. 
9 : 16, 17. In accordance with the doctrine of these imssages, 
Christ speaks of the " new covenant," or what is the same thing, 
the covenant of salvation from sin, as being "in his blood," 
(Luke 22 : 20,) and intimates that liis blood must be shed, bct'oro 
men could partake of the blessings of that covenant. 

The sins, then, of the disciples, before the death of Christ, stand 
on the same ground with the sins of the Old Testament saints. 
They occurred before the Christian dis|)ensation began ; i. e. be- 
fore the introduction and application of the great agencies of sal- 
Tation, viz., the Spirit of adoption, (see Gal. 4 : 6,) and the truth 
concerning the death and resurrection of Christ We must look 
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to the period subeequent to tfie day of Pentecost, for ttist-exxuDplei 
of the nature and extent of CUrtstian aalYatiou. 

That the disciples wore not Ohristiam in tUo proper sense of 
that term, during Cfirist'd personal ministry, is evident from the 
language Christ uacd toward Fetor. In one inatance be called 
him Satan^ (Mark 8 \ 33,) and in another instance he said to blm, 
^^When thoxi art converted^ strengthen thy bi-ethren," (Luke 22: 
32,) implying that ho was not then conv^ertedi 

What has been already said of the condition of the Old Tedtn- 
mcnt saints, as sorvatiLj uuder the law^ and heirs of the futnro 
blessings of the go:^pol, may be applied, without any essentia] 
alteration, to the condition of the diaciples before the day of 
Pentecost. 



IV. THE SINS OP BELIEVERS, DURING THE AP08- 
Tone AGE, IRRELEVANT, 

Finally it may be objected to our doctrine, that the saints of 
the apostolic age, though they lived after the death and reeurreoi 
tion of Christ and tiie effusion of tlie Holy Bpirit, and were tlicr^ 
fore certainly Bubjecti- of tlio ChrHtiun diH]>o!mntion, did nevertho 
less commit sin. This objection is more pertineutand formidable 
than any that have gone bclore. We come to the iraue now on 
gospel ground. The nf)ostolio age is certainly the period, where 
the question whether the gospel gives salvation from sin in this 
world, is fmully to be tried. We admit, if it can be shown that 
fione of the saints of that age were saved from sin, our doctrine, 
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doe (at letsti tho priucipal element of it) wan gWon to the primi- 
tive church on the day of Pentecost But it docs not necessarily 
folloir tliat on tlie day of Pentecost, or within any very short 
period afterwards, it exhibited its full efficacy. The process by 
which fall salvation is effected, is one tliat requires time, because 
it hi not merely a spiritual operation, but an exhibition and appli* 
cation of truth. The office of the Comforter is to " take of Uie 
tJiini^ of Christ and show them unto IniLieoersJ^ Jolm 16 : 14. 
On tlie day of Pentecost it began its work, but it did not imme- 
diately show the disciples alt the things of Clirist. Tliey then 
Entered the school of the Holy Spirit, but they did not graduate 
Sn one day. They were evidently then, and for a long time after- 
wards, in a great measure, ignorant of the true nature of tlie 
Icingdom of Christ. It was ten years after the day of Pentecost 
lefore they understood that they were at liberty to preach to the 
Gentiles, though Christ expressly commissioned them to '* teach 
all nations." In many other cases, tlie tilings which he had 
spoken to them they did not apprehend at once, even after the 
Comforter had come, but they were *' brought to their remem- 
brance" from time to time ; e.g., Acts 11 : 16. Their introduc- 
tion to the truth of the Gospel was progressive, and it began 
with the most simple external rudiments. They preached at first 
the death of Christ as a reason for repentance, and his resurrec- 
tion as proof of his Messiahship ; but there is no reason to believe 
tliat they perceived the deep spiritual meaning and efficiency of 
those great facts of the gospel. 

It cannot be repeated too often, that salvation from sin b 
effected by the spiritual application of the death and resurrec- 
tion of Christ. Believers, beholding these facts by the illumina- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, receive the assimilating impress of them. 
Christ's death becomes their death, and his resurrection their 
resurrection. Thus they die to sin and live to God. Until these 
(acts are thus apprehended, the truth of the gospel has not had 
its operation, though the Spirit of the Christian dispensation 
may have been received. Let us look at a s|)ecimen of Paurs 
preaching on this point. '* Know ye not," says he, ** that so many 
of us as were baptized [i. e., by the Holy Spirit] into Jesus Christ, 
were baptized into his death? T\\(itrfot^'«^ ^x^ \ssa\^NsC>^ 
tjim by baptism into death, that WVe «« CVvVy^V.^^^ wsr^ ^^^^ 
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the dead by the glory of tlie Father^ even so we ftlno Blroald wmlk 
in nowiioid ol' liTc, For if we have been planted together id the 
likcucss of his death, wc slialL be also m the Hkcnen of hie rosiir 

rection ; [this would not follow if the apostle were spoakin^ of 
wutor ba[»tisin ^1 kiiowin^ Dm, that our old man ia craelfied vitli 
him, t/tut (he hodtj f*/ ain mi^ht be de$£ro^ed, that hence foHA to^ 
it/iftti/ii Hid s^fi'vt if hi ; for he. ikul i* ditwl it frt(*d ,fr*om tin. 
Now, if wc bo di^ad with Cliriat^ we bolloYe that we shaU al£(0 
live with him ; kuowiti^ that Christ, being raised from the dead, 
dietli no moL'C ; de;ith hatli tio more dominion over him. For in 
tlmt he died, he died unto sin once ; bat in that he liveth, he liv- 
etli unto Gotl, Likewm' j'evkt/n ye also yitnr'Mlven to he dead 
infit*al u it Iff ^hi. If fit alive unto God thfviigh Je^nx ChfiH our 
Lfifd* Let not sin tli ere fore reign in yi^or mortal bodies, that 
ye shouhi obey it in the lusts thereof; neither yield ye your mem- 
bers as instruineuL^ of unrifhtcouancas unto sin ; but yield yoar- 
sclvcH unto God, as tho:ie that are alive from the dead, and your 
nieuibejvi as iuHliuiiieiin^ of rl^hteotiHncsa unto fiod, J* or sin 
Hiinit hot iuuh' dimuniun uwr yo",^^ Uom. tt ; 3*H. Here we 
luwc Paura |rns|»el — " Christ crucified, the power of God tin to 
salvation-' from sin. But is it not evident that tlie t rut lis cs- 
hibiied in this jmssajie, are among tlie decpcnt of *' tlnr deep 
thini^^d of God f spirituni problems, tlie solution of whicfi wou'd 
iiatarally enga^^c the jirimitive church a long time? It U car* 
ttiinly su|ipo:iable — inilreil, Paul's language plainly implies — ^that 
believers might have been baptized into Christ, long before they 
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church, the««e deep salvation-truths wera nmnifc^teil to the saints. 
Bat we may safely ussume that it was long after the day of Pen- 
tecost All the Gvicience there is in the case, goes to show that 
Paul filial apprehended and preached salvation from sin, by spiri- 
tual identity with the death and resurrection of Christ. His 
writings atone preseut an extended and systematic exposition of 
that salvation. If it was given to htm, first to know and preach 
the *' ni}'stery of godliness " — Chrit<t in the sainU, crucified and 
risen again— then we must reckou the beginning of salvation from 
ein from his ministry ; and he wm not called to faith and apostle- 
dhip till months, and probably years after tho day of Pentecost. 

However this may be» it is sufMcient for our purpose to assume 
(what we believe the evidence and reasomni^ berore us authorize 
US to assume,) that the development of the truth of the gospel 
in the primitive church after the day of Pcntccoat, was progres- 
sive ; that it began witli external rudiments, and, proceeding 
inward, reached the deep spiritual mysteries of t!io kingdom of 
God which contain the power of salvationi only at an advunccd 
period of tho apostofic age. With these principles in view, it is 
obvious that the only fiiir way of judging the power of tho gos- 
pel, is to look for test-examples to a period later than the day of 
Pentecost, and to that class in the primitive churcli who had 
received the truth of Christ in the maturity of its development. 

V. HOLINESS ACTUALLY ATTAINED BY SOME IN 
THE APOSTOLIC AGE. 

Admitting as we freely do, that in the early days of the apos- 
tolic age, sin still had place in the church ; admittinc: tliat years 
after the effusion of tlie Spirit, " Peter was to be blamed," and 
James was obliged to say, " In many things we offend all ;" still 
we maintain that the time came at last when they that continued 
in Christ's word reached tlie mighty truth of the atonement, and 
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[pe. Taking that epiHtle by itaelf, diBencambered as It ought 
of the experience of JewiRh and eomi-Ohristifta eaintip it ii 
)ible to avoid the conviction^ that the theoretical and pra^ 
andard of religion there exhibited was perfect eoLiiiesa. 
lived to see the full light of that day of righteonsnasa^ widcfa 
to dawn when Chriat came into the world, " The dnrktisM/* 
c, " ii/ pdat, aud the true llghi now ^kim^iJ^ 1 Epi^L 2 ; 8# 
were the discoveries which he made in the broad daylight 
istianity ? Lot ws hear liia own testimony. ^' This is the 
je wliich we have h<*n»*fi "f* l^i"" and declare unto you, that 
} light, and in him ig at all. If we feay that we 

ellowship with him, darknesit, we lie and do 

13 truth ; but if wc % ight, aa he is in the light| 

vc fellowship one i , and tJie blood of Jcsob 

his Son CLEANSt:Ti[ ► sin/' 1:5-7. "Hereby 

know that we know li :p big connaandmenta. He 

lith, I know him, and t Ills com m and men t^, is a 

1(1 the truth is not i 3^ 4, " Now are wc the 

r (Jod ; and it doth not yct appear what we shall be ; but 
)w tliat when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for we 
cc him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in 
Hrijirth h'naH(df\ eoen as he is pure. Whosoever coramittcth 
nsgrcssetli also the law : for sin is the transgression of the 
And ye know that he was manifested to take away our 
md in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: 
,n'cr sinnetii, hatli not seen him, neither known him. Little 
5n, let no man deceive you : he that doeth righteousness, is 
us, even <is he is rifjhU'ons, He that c »mmitteth sin, is of 
vil ; for the devil sinneth from tlie beginning. For this 
e the Son of God was miuifested that he might destroy the 
of the devil. WhoHocvr is bom of God dnth not commit 
)r his seed remaineth in him ; and he cannot sin, becaase 
orn of God. In this the children of God are manifest, and 
ildren of the devil : whosoever doeth not riglitt'oasnoss, 
of God, neither he that loveth not his brother." 3 : 2-10. 
in is our love maile /»^/y^6*^, that we may have boldness in 
^ of judgment : because as he is, so are ive in this world " 

" V^O know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not ; but 
is begotten of God kcopol\\ \\m\^c;U, tv\\M\\^\. V\0«.^\ <^\^fc 
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touebeth him nof 6 : 18. If tlih is not Perfectiontem, we know 
not bow, by any human language, Perfectionbm can bo expressed. 
We are aware that all this testimony — the very burden of the 
whole epistle— Is counterbalanced in many minds by one little 
text that occurs in the first chapter, viz., "Jf we say we have no 
sin^ we deceive ourselves^ and tlie (ruth ia not in uaJ* 1 : 8. But a 
candid sunroy of the context cannot but satisfy any discerning 
per^n, that this text was not designed to militate against the 
doctrine of salvation from sin. Let us look at what goes before 
It. The apostle, having entered into full fellowship with Clirist's 
victory, in advance of the mass of the church, turns toward those 
who are following him, and announces the conseq»ienceH of that 
fellowship. " This then is the message that we have heard of him 
and declare unto you, that Qod is light, and in him is no darkness 
at all. If we say we have fellowship with hiiu, and walk in dark- 
ness, we lie, and do not the truth. If we walk in the light, as he 
18 in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son deanselh uafiom all sin" Ver. 5, 7. 
Perfect holiness, then, is the result of the fellowship which he 
professes to have entered into himself, and which he proposes to 
them. He next proceeds to state the terms of admission to that 
fellowship ; and first, he bars out the self-righteous : ** If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 
In other words , " Jesus Christ proposes to cleanse us from all 
ain. Now if we say we have no sin to be cleansed from — if, be/ore 
availing ourselves of his saving power ^ we rest in our own inno- 
cence, and deny our need of his salvation, — we deceive ourselves, 
and tlie truth is not in us." Then comes the alternative : " If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteomness" It is obvious that the con- 
fession in this verse is antithetical to the denial in the verse be- 
fore, and that both are referable to persons in the same stage of 
experience. But the confession certainly is representeil as pre- 
ceding that forgiveness which Christ offers to sinners. Of course 
the denial is to be referred to those who have not yet accepted ' 
Christ's offer. The apostle supiioses two ways in which his mes- * 
aage may be treated. 1. Some may say they have no sin, and 
therefore have no need of salvation ttOTa%\Tv\ Wx^^^Vsr. ^^\sAm<nb»w 
MB self-dcccivcrs. 2. Others may acVTvo\«\^^^ >>cvw ws^^vw^x^sa^ 
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ration ; to tittle be promiaea pardoti and perfect holmess* 
?rso in question is giianlcd from perversion hf plain deelara* 
}taniliug immediately before and aftor it, that Chnat pro- 
;o cleanse tlujse wlio receive Ulm, "//"o^ aU sin—/rom ali 
teoumess," fta simple object manifestly is to assert the 
sal sinfulness of mankind without Clirist^ and to cat off (as 
oes in tliR first [>artof tho epistle to tlio Romanes) the hopes 
e who ontrencli thomsclvcs in their own rif^hteonsncss. We 
t not unchnii table to say that they who peritist in constm- 
s verso as o[)(iosod ^^ *^-^ j^.-^^Jj^^^ ^f gr^j^jj^iQn f^Q^ g|u^ 

regarcliiijj' it a.^ sull^ t all the plain aj^ertionft, 

c(l through tli!^ whc lat perfect holine^ ih the 

aiidard of hue Cfiria ag to that class of persons 

strain at a gntit, and amcL^^ 

we need not rely exei ;he 1st epistle of Jolm for 

hat tlic gosi^r^l, in it4 elopinent^ gave fall Balva- 

oni sin. It" our tlico iig the progresfiive natare 

spiritual cxperienee o tive church m corrct*t, W6 

iturally expect, in examining the records of that church, to 
^le?* the |)eriod when the great salvation truths concerning 
,th and resurrection of Ciirist began to be seen and preached, 
:c of the existence of tivo distinct classes of believers. While 
?s of the church, and especially the new converts who were 
to it from time to time, might yet be in a carnal state, not 

apprehended the truth that makes free from sin, there 
5till be a class of older and more spiritual believers, who 
tered into full fellowship with Christ, and thus had attained 

holiness. In the writings of Paul we find proof that this 
tually the case. "We speak wisdom," says he, "among 
lat arc peifect^ 1 Cor. 2:6. It appears by what follows 

uses the word perfect in this case to describe those who 
tained complete spiritualift/, {, e. had overcome the flesh, 
re in full fellowship with Christ. " The natural man," he 
few verses after, " receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
ibr they are foolishness to him : neither can he know them, 
; they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual 
the class whom the apostle calls /^tvyj/6'^|judgcth all things, 
hf/nself in ju(l[jed of no man. For who hath known the 
'the Lord, that he mav luslrucl \\\\\\'> But \jo« Ka\)e ihA 
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wnMt of Chria." Ver. 14-16. We perceive by thie passage, that 
there was actually a class in the primitive cliurcli, and Paul was 
one of them, who were above human judgment^ and had the mind 
of Christ. It is evident that they were perfectly hol^, and that 
this is the sense in which they were perfect and epiritual, from 
the contrast which follows : '* And I brctliren could not speak 
vnto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal^ even as unto babes i 
in Christ I have fed you with milk, and not ^ith meat: forj 
hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are yc able ; 
for ye are yet carnal. For whereas thet*e is amon-g you envying^ 
and strife, and diesetisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men P'- 
Chap. 3 : 1-8. Thus the perfection of Paul and of those among 
whom he spoke wisdom, stands opposed to the im)>erfection of 
tliose who were yet subject to sinful passions ; it is therefore |)er- 
feetion ot holiness. The followinj; are instances of the use of the 
words, spiritual and j^r/eet, in tlic same way. " Brethren if a i 
man be overtaken in a fuuU, ye which are spiritual restore suchj. 
an one in the spirit of meekness.'' Gal. 6:1. *' Let us therefore,!; 
as many as be perfect, be thus minded.'' Phil. 3 : 15. Uoweveri 
carnal then the primitive church may have been as a moss, and 
in its early days, it is manifest that in Paul's time there was a. 
class within it who were properly denominated ^/y^;^. It is also . 
manifest from what we have before said, tliat this class liecame 
more and more numerous and di**tinct, as the harvest time of the | 
apostolic age approacheil, till at last, when John wrote his epis- j 
ties, Perfectionism was fully dcvelo|)cd, and had become the ac- . 
knowledged standard of Christian experience. - 

Thus we have shown, first, that salvation from sin, present and ' 
future, was the great object of the mission and sacrifice of Christ ; .. 
secondly, that the sins of tlie Old Testament saints cannot fairly 
be adduced as evidence against this doctrine, because they were • 
committed before Christ came into the world ; thirdly, that the , 
sins of the disciples during Christ's |M7rsoual ministry, cannot 
be so adduced, because they were committed before the death 
and resurrection of Christ, and tlie effusion of the Holy Spirit \ 
fourthly, that the sins of many in the primitive church after the 
day of Pentecost, cannot be so adduced, because they were com* n 
mitted before the truth concerning C\\tW% ^e^^\ vsw\t«s««5*^^s^ 



I ly developed qluI ap|ilied ; and HftUly, that according to 
timony of Paul and JoUn, Ohriiitianity in Its roatarity, did 
ly make Bome believers perfectly holy in this world. 

PAUL AN EXAMPLE OP SALVATION FROM 
ALL SIN, 

upport of the jrcnernl nrgiimCEit wliicli we have presented, 
1 now adduce an individual instance of petfect bolincaii* 
ur specimen shall be the aoostlc Paul, It has already been 
lat he belonge<i lo tlr 3C wlio werft called jje^fick 

nore particuhir exa: the testimony coneemmg 

c propose to sliow tli cd from sin in thia world. 

is purpose, wo will : place notice and explain 

1 pa^saj^os in which 1 have confessed sin ; soo- 

answer tjje spool tic i (nonly made against him j 

irdly, produce po^sitiv he was holy, from his owm^ 

)ny. m 

I. PAULAS SUPPOSED CONFESSIONS. 

Ill the seven til chapter of Romans the apostle says : *' 1 am 

, sold under sin ; for what I would, that do I not ; but 

hate, that do I. To will is present with me ; but how to 

u that which is good I find not wretched man 

am! who shall deliver ine from the body of this dcatli ?" 
r : 14-24. Tliis passaire, taken by itself, would seem to be 
explicit confession of sin. Indeed it is a confession of 
iratod, all-controllinir depravity. If it is to be admitted as 
iption of PauFs Christian experience, it evidently proves 
} was fjir below even modern Ciiristians in spiritual attain- 
or ut least in profession ; for the very lowest stanaards of 
st fashionable creeds make somt dfyrcc of riirhteousness tlie 
Christian character; whereas, according to the above con- 
. Paul was conifthtt^Jfi carnal, a prisoner of sin bound hand 
3t ; utterly unabh* to perform any good tiling, lie does 
: with modern imperfectionists. that he is occ(i.'<iomdly over- 
►y sin, but that he is " .vo/</ undtir fiin" Most persons ad- 
it the hard saying of John in 1 Epis. 3 : 8, means as much 
—that "he t/iat coramittetb s\u habitiiaUy/va o^ Wxci C^^xA?* 
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Bvt tfiftt toll erw Uiw redwed, giTes bo qwrler to dik eoqMri* 
6iieeofPtal,forlieeoyme8hn»elftiJ»tiilernr/4^^ Be- 

fore oonsentfng to the iotolenible coneliBkNi tiiftt Ptal was **& 
child of the devil * the reader we thiok will be willing to ezaiaiiie 
critically the context and «»|ie of Bon. 7 : 14-21. For this pnr- 
poRC, we offer him, in the following expogition, snch help as can 
be given in a condensed form ; bat it will be effectual only as he 
fkithflilly follows erery step of it with careful thought, and studies 
the wliole subject for himself. 

The previous doctrine of tlie epistle concerning the law^ is set 
finrtli in the following passages : *' By the deeds of the law, shall 
no flesh be justified in his sight ; for hy the law is tfte htowlefhje of 
mnJ* Chap. 3 : 20. "^ If they which are of the law be heirs, faith 
is made void, and the promise made of none effect ; because the 
iaw worketii wrat/i." 4 : 14, 15. " Tlie law entered that tlit offhise ] 
wttght ahouiul/* 5 : 20. In acconluncc witli tlicite views of the 
effect and design of the law, In the sixth chapter the n)K»tlc clofses 
his exposition of salvation from sin by the goe<pel, with the follow- 
ing dechiration : " Sin shall not have dominion over you ; for ys 
ft. e. as umny as were baptized into Christ, see ver. 3 1 are not un* 
der the law^ hut under ijmre f* (6 : 14 ;) as thouqrh, if they were ' 
under law there would be no hope of deliverance from sin. These 
mre tlie views which are diseossed and fully explained in tlie sev- 
enth and a part of the eighth chapter. The substance of tlie first 
nix verses of the seveotli chapter may be stated thus : " llie law 
iB our husband while we are in tlie flesh, and the only offspring 
of tills first marriage is sin. Christ is our husband, when we are 
baptized into him, and the offspring of this SiHx>nd mnrringe is 
righteousness. AVe cannot linve both husbands at once. Death 
to the law must precede niarria^rc with Christ. Accordingly, we 
that believe, are dead to the law, by baptism into the death 
of Christ." In tlie 7th vci-sc the a))ostle commences a vindica^ 
tion of the law. In view of the forcjroinir doctrine, tliat sin is 
tlie fruit of marriage with the law, some might say that the law 
itRclf is sin. But Paul insists that the evil nature of the offspring 
in this case is not to be attributed to the husband, but to the wife. 
The law is holy, just and good, but the subjects of it lieing filled 
with the spirit of sin, only make t\\o Wvr ^woocumioiv ^\^\s:rws'^Nss^ 
iniquity. Ver. 1 8. Here coramcucoa \\\c ANs^vxiXfc^ \s\w«w^\x^^^ 
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25 : '*For we htaw (hut the taw is tpmiual; hU lam earmd^Bol 

erfliD Tbo good that I would, I do not; bot tbe erl 

ch I would not, that I do,^ &o. It U plain thai the tpoBtlo is hen 
ing the reason for the fact that tlie law produces ein. Tha^ 
;ou is the opposition wliicli exists between a carnal natorc anc 
law. A marriage between them brings forth sin and deat^ 
lusc the parties arc '' unequally yoked " ** The law ia ttpiritudt 
I ain tanud ; of course the friiit of a union between me and 
law must be strife and irrUatipni resulting in aggravated Bin 
ultimate despair on mj part^ though the law it holjr, just aid 
d." PauFs aupjMiam then, is actually a description 

lie misery of a soul ir a law. Now W6 know thati 

on in that state in nc in ; for, to be married to ths 

and to Christ at the woulJ be that very apiritoal 

gamy which in the 1 f the chapter is expressly coo- 

nctl. Moreover in i and tith verses, the apctiiio 

Illy and repeatedly s own state, and that of tltoee 

m he addressed, as o lie law state which he afte^ 

ds describes. *' Tt' art- c^n , ^^4 to the law by the body af 

ist. When we were [past tcn.*e| in the flesh, the motions of 
, whicli were by the law, [/. c, those very motions which are 
ribod in verses 14-25,] c/iV work in our members to bring 
li fruit unto death. IJut now we me deli ae red /rot ft. the law" kc, 
I, then, was not, at the time he wrote tlic epistle, under tbe 
anil therefore did not describe his experience as a Christian, 
le parap:raph in question. He uses the present tense in that 
i<^raph. because he is not relating historical facts, but is illuS" 
ing a perpetual principle, without reference to time. Th.e pre 
tense and iirst person are frequently used in such illustra 
s, because they are convenient and forcible. The actual ex 
cnce of Paul as a Christian, is fully exliibited in the eightl] 
)ter, which begins thus — " There is therefore now NO CONDEM 
ox to them which are in Christ t/e.si/v." The intelligent readei 
perceive, by examining this chapter and comparing it witli 
seventh, that the peace of the second marriage is the exact ro 
e of the misery of the first. 

.) The following |>assage is often quoted as an instance in 
•h l^aul confessed sin : •* Not oh though I had already attained^ 
r w^re already prrjhA: but I follow after, if that I may ap 
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prdiend that fbr which also I am apprehended of Christ Jobus. 
Brethren, / count not mytdf to have app^thendedj* Ac. Phil. 8 : 
12, Id. But we shall see by consulting tlio context, that Panl is 
wholly misunderstood by those wlio take tlie passage by itself 
and comftme it as an acknowlettgment of moral imperfection. In 
the preceding verses Paul >«ys, '* I count all tilings but loss . . • 
that I may know him and the jfovoer i^ his i*emn*eciion^ and the 
feltotcMp of his tfufferingM^ being made conformable to his dtath; 
if by any means I might attain unto the reawrectian of the dead: 
Ihere begins tlie sup|K)sed confession : ] not as though I had 
already attained, either were already perfect." It is obvious that 
**tlie resurrection of the dtwl" not perfect holiness, is to be under^ 
stood as the object of the verb '* attained" in this sentence ; so 
that the first clause certainly is not a confession of sin, but simply 
of a state of mortality. But in what sense docs Paul say, '* Not 
18 tliough I were already perf^t f" We must find on answer by 
looking back and noticing what he wai> striving to attain. Ho 
coanted all things but loss, that lie '' miglit know the power of 
Christ's resurtTction, and the fellowship of Iiis MafffrimjH^ being 
made conformable to his dtaihy lie \va^ not |>erfeet then in this 
sense, namely, he had not yet entered into full fellowship with 
Christ's death and re^$urrectioll. Doe^ this imply that he was a 
nnner? If so, it implies also that Christ himself was a sinner, 
before he died and entered into im'iiortality. The word ptrfcrt 
is used in three instances with reference to Christ, evidently in 
the very sense in which it is used in this confcs?<ion. " Go, tell 
that fox," said Jesus, '* Behold, I do cures to-day and to-morrow, 
and the third day I shall be pe/fectel ;" [i. e. by the death of the 
cross.] Luke 13 : 32. " It became him by whom arc all things, 
and for whom are all things, in bringing umny sons unto glory, 
to make the captain of their salvation }yerfect through sufferings." 
Heb. 2 : 10. "Though he were a son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he suffered ; and being made jx*rfect, he be- 
came the author of eternal salvation to all them that obey him." 
Heb. 5 : 8. 9. Now no one supposes that Christ was less than 
perfectly holy, while he was in the flesh. Yet these passages 
plainly teach that he was in some sense " made perfect" by suffor- 
bg, and consequently that in some sense l\e ^«ft not y? i*f«cl V\V\ 
hkdeatiu Previous to that event t\\cn,V\ft m\^\\.\s»N^wv^x^>k 
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B Paul, ** Not 03 thougb I had alroady attalaad, either werO 
y perfect." And on the other hand Paul, aa well as 
, notwithstanding tliU ooafeasion, ci)u1d claim to bo in 
)r sen^o perfect ; os in fact he docs a few Tersea after, where 
8, " Let us, as many as be p^rfict, bo thus minded." 

truth is, Paul knew he waa " apprehended of Christ" for 
it Christ had liinLictf attained, viz,, the reanrrection of aotil 
)dy ; and thougU he was already saved from sin, he did noi 
himself perfect hy f"" fAiJAnr^iiip with tboae suffcnag^ 

made Christ per foe [iw lodged in opposition ^ 

" who said the rcsu, \ paat ali-eady " (2 Tim* SJ 

at he was yet '' folic ' looking, as Ijc says a fo^ 

below the pasHjigc ii ' for the Lord Jesus Chrl^^ 

lali ciiANciK our vile .^he iLnperfcctlon which 1^^ 

A' ledges, so far us it Bpiritnal character, was * 

uey, uot of holiue.^, tpcHcnce* A man cannoi 

)atieiice without s^ufft.,. viou.^ to the roquiisite suffer' 

ipert'ectioii in tills respect is not voluntary but necessary 
lerclore not a moral, but a natural deficiency, and may be 
itcd uf one who is perfectly holy, as wc have seen it was 
lied of (.'hrist. 

We are sometimes referred to 1 Cor. : 27, as evidence 
aul aeknowledjicd imperfection. The passage with its con- 
lands thus : •* 1 therefore so run, not as uncertainly ; so 
, not as one that beateth the air : but 1 keep under my 
ind bring it into subjection ; AW t/mt by any means, to/leu 
' />/ta< /tet/ l(t (fihtrs, I inysidf ^lujnhl b- a castaway J^ It is 
t to see how this can be tortured into any thing like a con- 

of sin. On the contrary, it is actually an assertion of 
Iness. In order that the passage may accord with the 
n views of the seventh chapter of Romans, and with the 
mce of imperfectionists, it must be revei*sed thus : " I run 
///////, I tight as im, th:(t ihuiiith ilu' an., and I do not keep 
ly under, but am frequently brought into subjection to it." 
3st that can fairly be said of it is, that it indicates the ex- 

of some fear in the npostle's nnnd that he might be a 
vny/^ But oven this is by no \i\oa\\:>> a tve^c^^vjirv construc- 
L soldier in a hosieged forlvcsi^ \w\*^\\l :^v\\ , " \V^<i>^ >« \\\\yc^ 
. ic.<t I^JiouWl be slala \)v U\o c wrv.v.V ^xWWexxr V\V\> 
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■ ovt expressing any fear or saggesting any probability that he 
li vould actnally be slain. 

>i (4.) Paol's account of the ** thorn in his flesh," which the Lord 

gave him, " lest he sliould be exalted above measure/' (2 Cor. 

12 : 7,) is often cited as a confcHsion of iiiif)orfcction. It is indeed 

an acknowledgment of weaknos:*, and of a certain liability to sin ; 

^liicli liability however was provided for and extinguished by the 

flieans which God employed in the case. Paul docs not say 

^hat he ivag exalted above measure, but on the contrary, that 

God took measures to keep liim from being so. Doubtless those 

Measures were succe?s?ful. The thorn in the flesh certainly was 

'^ot in itself something sinful in him. It was " a messenger of 

Sntan" rent, not to lead him into sin, but to ** bufH" (i. e, to 

afflict) him. He besought the Lord that it might depart from 

him, and the answer was, " My grace is sufficient for tlice : for 

'Hj strength is made perfect in weakness." The thorn then was 

tlie harbinger, not of sin, but of snfliciency and jK^rfection. So 

thought Paul. " Most gladly thcrclbro," says he, " will I rather 

ifhry in my infirmities, [certainly not in sin,J that the power of 

Christ may rest u|K)n me.'' 

(5.) The following passage is sup|)oscd by some to be a con- 
fession of present sinfulness : " Tliis is a faithful saying, and 
rortliy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom lam chief" 1 Tim. 1 : 15. The con- 
text plainly shows that the apostle here refers, not to his character 
after he became a Christian, but to his wickedness in persecuting 
tho church. See ver. 1.3. " Ilowbeit," he continues, " for this 
cause I obttiified [past tense] mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ 
might show forth all long-suffering," <fec. His pre-eminent offense 
in '' breathing out threatenings and slaughter" agiiinst the church, 
rendered him fit to be an example of the greatness of God's 
mercy. In respect to his state as a Christian, lie says just 
before, that Christ counted him ** faithful ;" which is altogether 
inconsistent with the idea that he was at the same time (he chief 
of sinners. 

Thus we have notice<l all the passages in Paul's writings 
which are commonly adducetl to \n'0\e \\\\tv ^ %Vcv\\^t V^^ VA& <^hc^ 
dfrcct testimony, and we have found \ti CN«t^ wi!^ ^^ Si&«jBx^^^tw^ 
to the contrary. 
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& seqael to thia branch of eridonee, let the re&dai- take « 
' of all the pf^i/cf4 which Paul repreioiits himaelf as offei^ 

In almost every epistle he gires pamplos of his petltioiis ; 

he had been liabituatl^ ae^ abundant in confeHsionB of eto 
dern imporfnctionia^ he would eertainly have left Home 
)cns on record. We vcnturo to predict, howererf tlial 
ig of tlie kind wtll l>o found. 



d 



\U BPECinO CHAOQEg AOAHiBT PAUL. 

His contenthm with The account of this affair 

3ll()wa : — "■ Soino daj said unto Bamabfif, Let 

ai^^ain ami vjflit om 1 fvery city where we have 

lod the won] of (lod, tliey do< And Bamabns 

lined (o liike with t hose surname was Mark. 

ml thoui>hi It ]iot I him with them, who de^ 

Iroin tlirin from Pi\n Brent not with them to th« 

And the ciMiteiilion wuh ai, ^.,u.*p between them, that they 

ed asunder one from tiie other: and so Barnabas took 

and sailed mito Cvpru??. And Paul choso Silas, and 
ed, bein;r recominnuled by the brethren unto the grace of 
Acts 1'): :i()-4(). We observe upon tliis, in the first 
tiiat there is no eertnin evidence that either Paul or Barna- 
ined. A mere dillerencc of judirment, wisely permitted for 
rpose of separating: them, may have been perfectly consis- 
itli uniff/ of Jieart, " The contention was so sharp between 
not that they abused each other witli words or blows, but] 
ley d(»|)arted asunder one from the other," and probably by 
I consent, in peare. But we observe further, that so far as 
s any probable proof that either sinned, it goes to impeach 
laracter of Barnabas only. John, about whom the con- 
I arose, was Barnabas' nephew, (see Col. 4 : 10,) who 
ess was influenced by partiality for him, as his kinsman, 
letermined to take him with them," without iii-st consulting 
)r heeding ins counsel afterwards. No reason is given for 
bas' determination ; wliereas Paul " thouirht it not good" 
? Johxifhciiuse he had onco deserted them. It is plain thai 
'^eJ co7i5JCJcntiously in t\\cmaUcT. ^oW\\\v^WV v^ej^vidice 
essDCss cnn discover the \eiv^\ ov\^o\\ee \t\ V\\^'feCi ^\\<i.>\\fi.- 
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stances, that he departed from integrity ; while candor finds fresh 
proof of his wisdom and firmness. 

\^) HU anaihetna uptm t/is high priest. '* Paul, earnestly be- 
holding the coancil, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all 
good conscience before God until thb day. And the high priest 
Ananias commanded them that htood by him to smite him on the 
month. Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou 
whited wall ; for 8ittest thou to judge me after the law, and com- 
mandcst me to be smitten contrary to the law ? And they that 
stood by said, Revilest thou God's high priest ? Then said Paul, 
I wist not, bretlircn, that he was the higli priest : for it is written, . 
thou shalt not speak evil of tlie ruler of thy people/' Acts 
23 : 1-5. There was manifestly no sin in the mistake which 
Paul made respecting the official cliaractcr of his abuser. He 
acknowledged no m), thougli he showed a pbrfect and manly 
readiness to. acknowledge a mistake, as well as a conscientious 
self-possession, in quoting scripture for the acknowledgment. 
The chief question is, . have we evidence that he was sinfully 
angry in this afiair? Admitting that his words bespeak anger, 
we assert that he was not " angry without a eawteJ* The un- 
righteous conduct of the high priest called for righteous indig- 
nation. Anger is not in every case sinful. See Mark 3 : 5, 
Eph. 4 : 26. Paul's accusers must therefore show that he was 
nnreasonably angry. This cannot be shown from his language 
in the case. He neither smote the higli priest, nor threatened to 
nnite him. " 0(xi shall smite thee, thou whiteil wall." Is this an 
expression of a revengeful spirit ? It is only a calm and true pre- 
diction of the righteous judgment of God. He used the language 
of Christ in the severe apjicllation wliicii he gave the high priest. 
See Matt. 23 : 27. He did not avenge himself, but recognized 
the truth, that vengeance is the Lord's. 

We may remark in general upon these cliarges, and upon all otli- 
ers of tlie kind, (if others have been made,) that they arc mere 
private judgments, unsup|»ortcHl by Paul's confession, (who niust 
be supposed to have known his own character l>ottor than his ao 
CQsers, and to have been ingenuoas enough to confess sin, if he 
had committed it,) and unsupported by the verdict of the inspired 
writers who have recorde*! the acts for wUiclv l\Q la efttksVi>»v\^. 
yforcover, thia method of trying cUaracXftt >aN v'^XN^Vi \>\\^pBNe^\ 
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ernal actions, witliout licaring the dofense of the ftoci»ed« 
as fairly be used ta provo Bin upon Chriat ad upon PanU 
ixternal form of Ohriat'a actions wais, in many ca^es^ far 
being lovely — at least to tlie carnal appreltengions of tho 
lees. Our belief that he was perfectly holy, certainly is 
mded on our perception of the rightcouBness of every par^ 

• transtletion of his life. We never feel that there Ib 
casion for us to inquire whether ho did right or wrong In 
r tliat particular action — whether every movement of his 
ind mind through all his life, was measured and determined 

rule aiul pjuiiiiuet " '' " ;al morality — whether he 
ed and laborol for s xactly as much as he waa 

nd never slept tlic fi ccond too much or loo lit- 

f it were necessary h such a process of scm- 

}fore we could hiwfi hat Jesus Christ was per- 

lioly, we miglit woll < 3r proving that he was the 

God. i^ut all such qu it tcrly foreclosed, as every 

consciousness jiiust lie simple fact that Jesua 

was proved to be the :^on 1*1 i>ud, by his Father's frfiwer, 
^erse the process. Instead of arguing that he was the Son 
I because liis external actions were perfectly holy, we ar- 
it his external actions were perfectly holy because he was 
5tly the Son of God, in full fellowship with his Father, 
e insist that PauFs character ought to be tried by a similar 
i. If it can be shown that he was in spiritual union with 

it ought to ha preaumed, unless full proof to the contrary 
uced, that all his external actions were righteous, and the 
urmises " of irresponsible accusers ought to be given to the 

III. PAULAS VIEWS OF HIS OWN CHARACTER. 

He asserts his uhntity with Christy in such passages as the 
ng : " It pleased God ... to i^eveal his Son in fne" Gal. 
IG. "I am crucified with Christ ; nevertheless I live ; yet 
Kit Cfnist liveih in me." Gal. 2 : 20. " For me to live is 

* Phil. 1 : 21. " We are iiienihcrs of his hody^ of his flesh 
his hones," Eph. 5 : :i(). " We have the mind of Christ," 1 
: 1(). In accordance with this testimony, he says that the 
ns received him ''as an angel of God, even as Christ 

(GaL 4: 14;) and instead o^ Te\i\xV\\A^ \\\^vcvfor man- 
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wonhip, lie rathor oensnres them for not continiiing thus to honor 
him. 

(2.) He plainly asserts his/7wdom/rom dn^ as the eonseqnenoe 
of his union with Christ, in the following passages : '* How shall 
we that are dead to eiu^ [i. e. by baptism into Christ's death,] live 
any longer therein V* Rom. 6:2." The law of the Spirit of life 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death," Rom. 8 : 2. 
** Te are witnesses, and God also, how hcHUy atid justly and un^ 
Uamably we behaved ourselves among you that believe.'' 1 Thess. 
2 : 10. ^Giving no offense in any thing^ that the ministry be not 
blamed : but m all tilings approving ourselves as the ministers of 
God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in 
stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in watchings, in fastings ; 
by pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by the 
Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of trutli, by the power 
of God, by the armar of righteousness on the right hand and on 
the left." 2 Cor. 6 : «3-7. '' Our rejoicing is this, the testimony 
of our conscience that in simpHcity and godly sincerity, not with 
Jle^hly wisdom, but by the gnxoeof Ood, we have had our eonversch 
tioH in the world." 2 Cor. 1 : 12. 

(3.) His writings, instead of being filled with confessions of sin 
and unfaithfulness, every where abound with vindications of 
hie own conduct, bold assertions of his righteousness, and appeals 
from human accusation to tlie judgment of God. The following 
may serve as examples : ** We have wronged no man, we have de- 
frauded no man." 2 Cor. 7:2." I think to be bold against some 
which think of us as though we walked accordifig to the Jlesh ; for 
though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh." 2 
Cor. 10 : 2, 3. *' Our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of un- 
deanness, nor of guile : . . . neither at any time used we flatter- 
ing words, as ye know, nor a cloak of covetousncss ; Ood is wit- 
ness : nor of men sought we glory, nor of you.*' 1 Thess. 2 : 3- 
6. *" Te know from the first day that I came into Asia, alter 
what manner I have been with you at all seasons, serving the 

Lord with all humility of mind I take you to record this 

day that I am pure from the blood of all men." Acts 20 : 18-26. 
** It is a very small thing that J should be judged of you, or of 
man's judgment . • • • He that judgeth me is the Lord." 1 Cor. 
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Ho coDi^tunUy prop(Mi<^ his own Hfd m & perfect example 
itation. " I beseech you" eaya he, " Be ye/oitaumrM efme^ 
is cause liavc 1 sent unto you Timothy, . • , who shall 
fou into reineinbrancfl of my waya which be in Christ." 1 
[: 16. *' Ik fje jbllowrrit </ ttut aa I also am of Chriiit.^ 
. 11: 1. '* Bretiircn, be fi^hmers together of me^ tkn4 
hcin that iviilk so, as ye hare m for an cnsample." Phil, 
"Those thiiiL^^ which yc both hare Icariied and rc- 
, and \\Q'.\Y\\ :iuit.<eon in vie,do*j and the God of peace 
with VfHi/' rhih 4 * 9. Let the render imagine for a 
it, h<»w those exliorta ound in the mouth of one 

as in tiic condition the seventh of Romans. 

St of tlicm \y*n\h\ iia — ^* Ye have learned flf^d 

h1 (viz. in Konu 7 : I am carnal, mid under 

inj^ the evil tlmt I J unable to do the good 

my couseirjae enjoin re in tlie^e things ; Hve in 

' to sin as I <lo, tfttti 7€uee 4thall be with ymt /" 

testimony iniw befor both negative and posi- 

loukl be weiglicd in cuu«^«. ith the fact that Paul an- 

'iWy pnuihed pin'frcti(,u to the churches ; (for examples see 
13 : 0-11, 1 Thcss. 5 : 23, 24 :) and that he made it the 
bjoct of one of his most ini|)ortant epistles, viz. that to the 
vvs, to exhibit Cliristianity as a dispensation of perfect holi- 
See lleb. 5 : 1 ; 6 : 11-19 ; 10 : 14-19, ka.) 
iew of all this we must conclude, either that Paul was filled 
elf-deception, impenitence and pride, and that his life was 
ther at variance with the theory which he preached, or that 
a genuine example of salvation from sin. 

MISCELLANEOUS OBJECTIONS TO THE DOC- 
TRINE OP SALVATION FROM SIN. 

iction 1. "If perfect holiness is attained, there is no fur- 
'casion for repentance,^' Answer. Repentance is genuine 
hen it results in the forsahing of sin. That periodical re- 
ce, which im|>lies continuance in the sins repented of, is 
orrible hy])Ocrisy. The doctrine of perfect holiness does 
discard tliis kind of repentance. But it preaches to all 
— ami tliiit too with a sincerity and vehemence which be- 
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long to no other doctriue^that scriptural repentance, which 
needs ''ffolto if repented of? 2 Cor. 7 : 10. There are things 
which, though it is very necespary that they should be done imut^ 
ought not to be done the second time. For instance, it is abso- 
lutely necessary that the faimer should plow his field in the 
spring. But he would be a very foolish man, who should continue 
plowing the same field all summer. So, thorough re|jentance is 
essential in the seed-time of grace, but works of righteousness 
must follow, or the harvest of judgment will bring no reward, — 
They who repent all their days, because repentance is good in its 
season, will be obliged to say at last, " The harvest is past, t!:e 
summer is ended, and we are not saved." Paul was a faithful 
preacher of repentance ; yet he said to his converts, ** Li*avirig 
the first principles of the doctrines of Christ, let us go on to per- 
fection, %ioi laying again the foundation of repentancefrom dead 
works," 4c. Heb, 6 : 1, 2. 

Obj. 2. " Perfect holiness is inconsistent with gtvw/h in grace." 
Answer, This objection is predicated on a falde notion of the na- 
ture of the perfection which we advocate. It sup])oscs that one who 
is perfectly holy, is neccsssarily free from all infirmity, and has re- 
reived all the strength and knowledge that God can impart. 
Whereas the reader will perceive, by recurring to the second und 
fourth sections under the head, ** PauPa svpptMted coifeH^iohx? that 
one may be perfect in holineM, and yet imperfect in experienot^ and 
subject to infirmity. We mean by perfect holiness, (using the ex- 
pression in its lowest sense,) simply that punty of heart which 
gives n good consilience. This primary state is attainable by mere 
faith in the resurrection of Christ, It is in fact the communica- 
tion of tlie purity and good conscience of Christ. It may there- 
fore be received instantaneously, and it may exist in us antecedently 
to all external improvement or good works. There is no difficulty 
in conceiving that a man may have a clean heart and a good con- 
science, and yet be very imperfect in regard to his understanding 
and corporeal faculties and affections. Suppose a missionary, in 
urging upon a savage a change of life, proposed to take him under 
his own care and thoroughly instruct him in all the ways of civil- 
ization. When the savage embraces the proposal, and puts him- 
self into the hands of the missionary, he has done all that is now 
required of bim, and may rightfuWy Vva\e «^ ^gwA ^TwSv^xw^fc* "^^ 
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vage still, iu every tiling escc^pt his heart ; bat ho is not id 
med. The Diiaii^jotiary does not condemn him for his tinooiitli 
rd, and Ids obtu^eiicfla of intoUtK^t, Me may aow enter npoa 
irseof dis^^ijjliae uoce^ary to make him in all respects ft 
)d man, wtfh ft f^tlf-itppiomnf^ hmrL By tids illustration it 
5 seen Iiow a believer may be free from sin aud condemna- 
}rorc God, luid yet be but at tlie entrance of tbe discipline 
Liry to complete ^aQctification. The difference between the 
iscs is altogether in favor of the believer ; for whereas thd 
lary can only exprosa his aDDrobiition of t!ie converted 
by words, Christ gi 'er his own pure spirit and 

onscicncc, oiid bean merely f^ him, but in him, 

s sins arc taken awa \\\A perfection of th^ htaH^ 

\\i'jl/jr'ijit'tf perftH'tio ist attained by the cross, 

nc'li Paul set liefore c hope of his calling, the 

long and dinimilt eni & oeca^tjon for all the dili> 

and energy whicli thr ioas lc;ifal]st can desire^ — 

M'cadcr judge ^ov hii r a good or an evil con- 

is most favorable to alacrity and success in the pursuit of 
ication. 

3. "The Christian life is represented in scripture as a i^ar- 
Answer. It is indeed a warfare, but not a series of de- 
It is not necessary that we shonid be overcome by the do 
order that we may resist him. Christ, while he was in the 
as engaged in tremendous conflicts with the powers of 
ss ; yet he was without sin. Paul called the warfare of 
ristian life a " good fight" — an appellation certainly not 
g such a series of defeats as constitute the warfare of mod. 
3fcssors of Christianity. Our theory of Christian life, 
t equips the spiritual soldier with a i)ure heart and a good 
nee at the outset, nevertheless does not discharge him from 
, To keep his heart ])ure and his conscience good, in the 
of a world, of pollution and accusation — to follow Paul 
irist in the way to the glory of the resurrection — will cost 
my and sore conflicts with his own corrupted propensities, 
\\\ " principalities and powers, and s|)iritual wickedness in 
aces." We are not of those who imagine that the work of 
^ thegloryof God, and the rest of heaven, is accomplished 
wnt Wc believe that a\\ w\\o arc \u vvw^ ^V^^^b ci^ '?s\>\V\\>\"\l 
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life short of the fldl resurrection of the body, have in tlioir own 

compound nature, two opposing elements, which will war against 

each other till that resurrection is {Attained. ** If Christ be in 

fon," says Paul, ^ the body is dead because of sin, but tlie spirit is 

life because of righteousness ;" (Rom. 8 : 10 ;) and again, *^ The 

flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh : and 

these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot do the 

tilings that ye would ;" f . e, the desires either of the flesh or of 

tlie spirit must be mortified. Gal. 5 : 17. A Christian is one who 

^ walks in the spirit ;" and the Apostle says expressly that such 

*• «/ia// not FULFILL the lutfts of the fijeali^^ Nevertheless the lusts 

of the flesh will i^emain as long aa the hfdy is dead^ and of course 

tlie conflict between the flesh and the spirit will remain. An 

diomy may remain on the borders of an empire, and trouble the 

inhabitants with much hard fighting, and yet never conquer the 

empire, or even win a battle. 

Obj. 4. ** I have seen an end of all |)erfoctioii, but th*/ command" 
9nent u exoeedhg broad.^* Answer. 1. The assertion in the first 
clause of this quotation, however true it may have been in the 
vncmth of David, is not true in the mouths of modem objectors to 
the doctrine of holiness. Even though they may find an end to 
the perfection of all the Old Testament saints, and though they 
may .thinlc they have seen an end of the perfection of all modem 
claimants of holiness, yet tliey have not seen w end of the perfec- 
tion of Jesus Christ, of Paul, or of the mature part of the primi- 
tive church. 2. Though we should admit that the law is as broad 
as tlie objector conceives it to be, yet we might safely say that 
the grace of God in Christ Jesus is still broader. But some 
tldngs may be said to show that the law, as viewed through the 
DOW covenant, is not so ** exceeding broad'' as to place any very 
formidable difficulty in tlio way of one who wishes to be holy. A 
thing may be "exceeding broad'' in one view of it, and exceed- 
ingly narrow in another. For instance a tree, surveyed from a 
point above its branches, would present a wide circle of uncon- 
nected leaves and twigs, which the ins))ector might well despair 
of ever being able to reckon and minutely describe. While the 
same tree, viewed from a station where its trunk could be seen» ! 
would be a very simple object, easily comprehended by the mind, | 
Aod easily descnbei. So the law. ^\ewc^ Viv ^W >\\^ ^^Nsil^A ^N^i^ 
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il development imd with all the ceremaDial additioiie of 
^ish ceouomy, m vast, complicated, mcompreUenBible, prft^ 

a hopeless task to tlia witl, and a perpetaat Btumblmg- 
:o tlie conscieDcc, But the suroe luw, viewed in ite spirit- 
iciplo, is so simple tliat a child may comprehend it It 
le main object of Ohmtianity to call off the mitids and 
noes of men from the branches of the law to ita rootp 
condensed all the rorjulroinents of the law and the prophets 
i simple rule, '' Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
do ye even so to tTiem-'^ Mutt. 7 ? 12* Paul said, **//^ tAui 
inofJiet', /irifh fu{fUU' for tliis, Tlioa shalt not 

adultery, Thou slial 'hou shalt not a teal, Thou 

)t bear false vvirno^^s, not covet ; and if there 

other- cominaiHlumn It/ ^mnprt-hernhd in this 

Tiiou shiilt Ic^vo tU] 3 tliyself- Love worketh 

) his neighbor ; thcr tht fulfilling of the lam/* 

J : 8-10. And ni^^ain w is I'liltilled in owe word^ 

tiiis, Thou shalt love ir aa thyself." GaL 5 ; 14, 

le law, viewed througii m^ i.^m covenant, Instead of being 
ling broad," is as narrow as one little word, love. The 
\ before the mind of one who secies after holiness, is not 
• he can duly observe all the ordinances of the Jewish or 
m rilual, or whether he can iinnwduUcJi/ perform all the 
)rks which may bo conceived of as resulting from the prin- 
the law, wlicu it is i)erfectly developed in external action, 
|)ly whether he can love. If he does this one thing, the 

Go<l authorizes his conscience to be content ; for " love 
iMilling of the law." This root of all righteousness, this 
' the conscience, is provided for in the gospel, not by the 
:i()n of a written commandment, but by the power of the 
)irit. lie that believes, loves, not by the power of his own 
t because " the love of God is shed abroad in his heart by 
y Ghost." Thus Christ, by first concentrating the whole 
) the simple requirement of love, and then converting that 
nent into a spiritual gift, is " the end of the law for right- 
i to every one that belie vet !i." The exceeding breadth of 
imandment is no hindrance to one who looks not to the 
nlmcnt but to Christ for salvation from sin. So much 
muism is certainly part oV l\\c go^v^X. 
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VIIL CHRISTUN FAITH— THE ACT BY WHICH 
SALVATION PROM SIN IS ATTAINED. 

The gospel offers salvation from sin as a free gift. Of course 
the first thing to be done by one wlio seeks that salvation, is to 
dear away the rubbish of his own works. He must lieartily re* 
pent, not only of his manifest sins, but of his supposed works of 
righteousness. All works that arc not the fruit of God's life in 
the soul arc '*dead works" utterly loathsome to one whoAe eyes 
are open to spiritual truth. Let the inquirer settle it in his heart 
that '' there is none good but one, that is God f that the right- 
eousness of every being in the universe, from the highest archangel 
to the lowest saint, is tlic righteousness of God ; nnd of couri«e 
that he is not to make himself righteous by wnrlin</, but is to be 
made righteous by recehnn/j grace; and he will see the necessity 
of setting his face Utnixt^ i\\e ai-one-ment : spiritual union with 
God, ia<$tcad of "• doing duty,'' will become the object of liis efforts 
and hopes. 

In order to attain this union, its nature must drst be clearly 
ascertained. We will therefore look at some specimens of Bible 
language concerning the condition of those who attained it in the 
apostolic age. Paul says — '* I am crucified with Christ : never- 
theless I live ; yet not I, but Christ livetk in me." Here is the 
reconciliation omliodied — God and man made one. \Vo must not 
explain away this testimony, by calling the language ./ft/z/za^^W. 
Spirits can dwell in each other, if bodies cannot. Paul means 
that the spirit of Christ (which is the same as Christ himself) 
actually lived and wronght righteousness in him. In another 
place he says, " If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his ;" and then immediately adds, '* If Christ he in you, the 
body is dead because of sin," &c. ; Rom. 8 : 9, lo ; from which it 
is evident, that to have the spirit of Christ, is the same thing as 
to have Christ himself indwelling. The church is the "body of 
Chrbt :" and as a man's life dwells in every member of his body, 
80 Christ dwells in every member of his church. " Know ye not 
your own selves," says the apostle, " how that Christ is in you 
except ye be reprobates ?" 2 Cor. Aft •. 6, T\v^ ^Tv^\>Stfs^^'^vs^^^sst 
which the inquirer seeks, is one \n ^VV^ \\^ ^Jw^. ^2c^ \k|— 
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lirist liveth in me/' The necessary consequence of timt condh 

is perfect holiness, because Christ is perfi^tly holy, \ 

7c now come to the maiD question — ^How \& this union, hf 
cli Christ dwells in the soul and saves U from sin, to be 
ined ? The witnesses of the New Testament answer with one 
e— BY FAITH. Wfiat we now want, therefore, is a clear dcfini- 

of Christian fsiith. 

[Jo tliat cometEi to God must believe that he is, nnd that he 
re warder of tliem that diligently seek inm." Every form of 
I, without whicli it is impossible to please God^ necessarily 
:ains these two elen t, a belief of the es^istenee 

lod ; second, a bfliel ^lence, and of course an fix- 

ation of a reward i The man who Aaa never 

'/it iifttr Gody may ei lus elementarily dcacribsd ; 

indeed, in the orde nch faith mHA precede all 

in|)trf to secure the fa 1 cannot seek access to a 

of whose cxistinice J and I shall not seek favors 

1 one, unUss 1 belie \ power, and will, to do me 

i. Between this starting point in the race of faith, and the 

wliieh they liavc reached, to whom God has become all in 
we may discover and descril)e endless varieties and degrees 
onfidenee in God. If I believe to-day in the existence of a 

whose locality is above the firmament, and to-morrow dis- 
r that he is an omniprc-ent God, I have a<lvanced a step ic 
course of faith. Again ; if I believe to-day only the general 
losition, that the omni|)resent God \^ a rcwardcr of them that 
;ently seek him, and to-morrow discover that he actually 
^ci-s my prayers, I have advanced another ste[). If I sincerely 

diligently seek after God, my laith will increase as my 
vledge of him increases. Discovering his care over me, I 
: his providence for temporal blessings— ])erceiving the power 
s spirit, and the holiness of his cliaracter, I trust liim to keep 
roni the ways of wicked men. Finding that in his presence 
llncss of joy, I trust his love will one day deliver me from the 
[age and darkness of a sinful nature, and fit mc for full and 
ws fellowship with himself. As God reveals his good will 
power to me, my faith advances from one blessing to another, 
hat rigliteousnci^?, which alone can qualify mc for the enjoy- 
of his glorioui^ presence, \)ceon\Cd l\\ci oV^yviV qI xwn; Vci-mnI^ 
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d^ire ; and tmsting in Uim, I see a cloudless prospect of eternal 

■ deliverance from sin in a future world. 
Tliiw far faith advanced under tlie Jevriah dispensation. Thus 
far, before Christ came^ God liad revealed liinisolfas therewarder 
of them that diligently seek him. Abraham received not the 
promise of the new covenant, but saw it afar off, and rejoiced; 
and all who followed In his footsteps before tlie advent of Christ, 
thou^li they " obtained a j^ood report through laith, received not 
the promise," but stood with him rejoicing in llie hope of eternal 
righteousness. The cITcct of faith in this fltii<re of its advance- 
ment, upon the character and conduct, may easily be scon. As 
faith la necessarily limited by the revelation which God makes of 
himsclff if Abraham diligently soujafht after God— if his Hiith kept 
pace with \m discoveries of the ^ood will of GckI — ho was " per- 
fect" in his day : not perfect, aj* being eonformcil to tijc iinap:c of 
God, but [jcrfect os being conformed to Ins iiupcrfect discoveries 
of God. It is manifest, however, that hi^ ]>ci lection can be no 
standard by which the porfcetiou *if thoisc 1o whom God has 
farther revealed himself, ahall be mcn^^urciL Tlie lot^itimate 
effect of perfect Aiith in the impcrfert revelations whicli God 
made to man durini^ tlie Jewish dispensation, was to stimulate 
believers to the performance of the works of Ihe law. In ob- 
serving the statutes and ordinances of the law, they did tlie work 
of servants, because, in so doing, tliey trusted God would nlti- 
niately make them his sons. If it be true, as many seem to su|> 
pose, that God has made no greater revelation of himself to the 
world than was given to Abraham and the Jewish saints, Ave may 
call ourselves believers, while wc rest contentcHl to stand with 
them as servants under the law, in liopc^ not in jtossrssHm of 
righteousness. But if Jesus Christ has revealed the Fath(M', and 
this revelation is worthy to be called the glorious gospel, before 
we call ourselves Christian believers, we must inquire, What is 
the gospel ? — and whether our faith corresponds to the tidings it 
briiijj 
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must be inconsistent with the coiamidsion of Rii. If Qod seat Ik 
Son into the world for the purpose of saving bia people from their 
sins, they who trust him are saved from their Bin^, or God is 
defeated in his purpose » * 

What then is tho nature of CInhiian faith? How shall & 
man who believes tliat God is, and is a rewarder of them that 
diliprently seek him. become a believer of that gospel which 
brings salvation from s\n^ Wo will endeavor to trace tht 
transition. 

Suppose the man wtnndfl in the situation of a Jewish believer, a 
sinnor, under tlie law, but rejoicing in the hope of righteousness 
and fellowship with God ia a future world. He hears that God 
sent his Son into tlie world to save all who trust in him, from 
tiieir sins. This is ghul tidinga to him, and he wilHngly believes 
it, because it brin*rs tlaat salvatioii to his door which he had 
hilherto supposed af:ir off. Diflicultics and objections are easily 
removed from tlie niiiul of one who hungers and thirst-? after 
righteousness. Sup]>osG then his mind lias settled into a convio^ 
tion that tiic glad tidin^^^ lie ha.i heard are true. Though he la 
not in possession of tlic salvation of wliich he has heard, lie haa 
advaneeil in faith a step beyond the state nf a Jewi.**h believer, 
lie lias discovered that the feast which he before looked for at 
the end of a life of labor, is ready for him now. He withdraws 
his lliought.s from that prospect beyond the grave, which had 
cheered him, ceases from Ins labor, and sets himself to find his 
Father's table. 

The (]uestion before him now is — flow am I to be saved from 
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ts be did in Christ, and save him from sin, leaving him free— a 
second step is taken towards the possession of a perfect sal- 
vation. 

The next question is — ** Haw shall I become the subject of that 
power of God which brings salvation ?" The gospel answers, by 
faith in his Son. "" What is faith in the Son of Ood ?" Ans. It 
IB a conviction, accompanied with a confession that Christ is in 
Ifouy a whole &ivior. Unbelief replies^" Christ is not in me.'' 

Here is the critical spot where the contest between the devil 
and !;he Son of God is to be decided ; and here we resort to the 
Roord which God has given of his Son. Let it be remembered 
that the word of God must stand, if it contradicts your previous 
eonceptions and feelings. If it declares that Christ is in you, 
joor ignorance and unltolief of the fact, cannot prove this <lt*clnra- 
tion false. On the contrary it vMy be proved that your iprnorance 
and unbelief have crucified the Son of (Jod in you, and that he 
only waits for the permission of your faith, to bur^it the tomb of 
jour heart and manifest his prc^scnce. We will not speculate 
tpon the question of the possibility of Christ's presence in those 
wIk) are ignorant of the fact. You cannot dive deep enough into 
spiritual philosopliy to prove it impossible, and I cannot dive 
deep enough to show you how it is true ; but we can both road 
tlio plain statements of the word of God. John says of Christ — 
the Word of God—" In him was life, and the U/e was the light of 
Sim ; and tlie light shineth in darhmss^ and Um darkness compre^ 
iendeth it not. That was the true light, which lightcth fveri/ man 
ftat Cometh into the world. lie was in the wtrld^ and the world 
was made by him, and the vxtrld knew him not" John 1 : 4-10. 
Prom this passage it appears that tlie life of the Word of God, 
Kgfateth every human being. It will not be pretended that the 
gnspel — the external light of the word of God — liglitotli every 
aian that cometh into the world. What meaning then can be 
attached to the passage, unless we believe that the Son of God, 
ia becoming incarnate, gave life n*allfl<sh^ "came a light into 
the icorlcT of darkened spirits, so that he is actually life and 
light to those who know him not. ** The light shineth in dark- 
ness, and the darkness coniprehendeth it not.'' Shall tlie durk- 
MS8 therefore deny that the light sVmw»1 ^^'Wsi'm^iV.^.Vcv^^ 
hhn Bof Shall the world therefore dei^^ iWl \\fi\y»A ^ssia.^ v^Nsi 



ChriHian Faith, 



41 



' the world. You have iiitherto bceo ignorant of the fact that 
Christ is life and liglit in yon— shall you therefore deny the fact, 
in contradiction of the tcstimODV of God ? 

The following passage more fully nnfotds tlie meaning of tho&e 
we have already exaraiiKHl* " There are three that bcor witncus 
in earth, the spirit, and tUo water^ and the blood : and these three 
agree in one. If we n^eive the witness of men, the witness 
of God i:* greater : for this Ls tlie wltn&a:^ of God which he bath 
testified of hi.-? Son. Hi;tliut bclievoiU on the Son of God hath 
tiic witncj^s in liimself : he that liclievcth not God, hath made 
him a liar ; because he believeth not the record that God gave 
of his Son. And this is the record^ that (Joti hath *jivm to xu 
vtenial life: and this life in in his Ron." 1 Jno, 5: 8-XL 
There arc three a«rontSi or clement^ of palvatiou in the spirittial 
world, corrcs|)oncling to spirit, (or nir^^ wutor» and blood, in 
the natural world. Water is that which cleanses the oui^lde, 
(see John 15 : 3 ; K|>fi. 5: 26,) to wliich the external word 
corresponds. " Blood in tlie life" — the vital element of the in- 
ward man. So the bh)oil of Je-^uft Christ is the life of the soul. 
TIh' spirit or air is the int^dlmii in which, and bv whit^U the MoimI 
and water have their aelion* and witliout which the blood would 
be useless. So the witnessing Spirit of God is that without 
whieli the blood and water of Jt*sus Christ, /. e. his spiritual life 
and instruelions, are of no avail. "He that htfieceth hath the 
witness" of the Spirit. "He that believeth not" hath i\\Q hlcHul, 
i. e, that life whii'h is light shining in darkness, and perhaps the 
water, /*. c. the word : but these aieof no avail without that faith 
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^S^H;Iaratioi» can in no way be reconciled with each other, unlegs 
'^^e believe that tlie ** eternal life," i . e. the Son of God, (see 
^M. John 1:2; 5 : 20,) " is the light shining in darkness — that 
K mghtcth every man that comcth into the world." Tlins believiag, 
^^c method of salvation by Josus Christ is a plain matter. 1. 
^Every man, by the gift of God, has eternal life present in his 
^ pint, though he be ignorant of the fact. 2. God sends forth the 
"^nrord of his gospel to apprissc men of this fact. 3. He that be- 
^lereth this word receives the Holy Ghost, and is bom of God. 
^, The blood is given ; 2, the water ; 3, the spirit. Thus God is 
^he Savior of all men, nj^fcmlly of them that believe. 

Again — ^" As by the offense of one judgment came upon all men 
'lo condemnation; even to by tlie righteousness of one the free 
^ift came njton nU. men tnttoJuHftJiaition of Iff a,'^ Rom. 5 : 18. A 
<om[iarison is here instituted between Adam and Christ, in which 
the operation of the righteousness of the second Adam is repre- 
sented as reversing the work of the first. By the firat Adam all 
men become partakers of a fallen nature, which is nevertheless 
not in itself sinfol, inasmoch as Christ was made in the likeness 
of it, and was yet without sin ; thus proving the ])ossibility of 
living in human nature without sin, and thereby condemning sin 
in the flesh. " By one man sin entered the world, and death by 
sin ; and so death ]ms8ed upon all men, fi*r that all have sinned,*^ 
In consequence of Adam's sin, all men became partakers of a 
nature not necessarily sinful, but uniformly pix)nc to sin. Each 
man, bt^ his own sin, secures to himself the appropriate curse of a 
sinful nature. By revei-sing this statement we ascertain the 
nature of the work of Christ. He is the sei»ond Adam, the root 
of the race. By him all men are plaeed in communication with a 
nature, not in itself righteous in them, but adapted to the fulfil- 
ment of righteousness. Each nmn, bt/ hut own act, i e, by faith, 
secures to himself the appropriate blessings of a righteous nature. 
The gos|)el announces to them who, by sin, are following the first 
Adam to death, that God has given them through Christ a new 
nature, the approjiriate fruits of which arc righteousness and 
peace. Unbelievers continue to follow the fii^st Adam. Believers 
** put off the old man, and put on the new man''—** walk not 
after the flesh but after the spirit'' — are saved from their sIqAv 
Aa there are now two A<lams, so a\\ men Wn^ V«^ \w^Vw^ar— "^^ 



irnal and the other spiritual ; and tbe^e arc opposite one to 
her. While the old man Uvea, the new man ia crucified. 

the new man Hvoh, the eld man is crueified* The old man 
)y unbelief— the new man by faith. By the gospel we are 
to know that God lias repaired the ruins of the fall, and 
re no longer debtors to the fle^h ;" " Chriat has come in 
s7<'' — not in a single man, merely, but in the whole of human 
'. While men believe not, he m crucified in themjelvea, 

they believe^ \iv rhm from tlie dead, and reveals himself a 
eror, in thcmselva-*, 

Lin ; ** the righteou.'?! of faith speaketh on this 

riXy not in thine fieai ascend into heaven? (that 

jring Chl•i^*t di)un fi fr, Who shall descend into 

e|)? (that is, to iirin gain from the dead.) But 

jjiithit? Tiie WfjRt) ^ evt^n in th^ mouthy A}ifl> 

HEART ; that U, the i which we preach ; [Paul 

0(1 Christ ;| tluit if mfc^.^ with thy month the 

Tcsus, and shall helic art that God hath raised 

oni tlio (load, thou shalt be saved." Rom. 10 ; 6-9. This is 
inicn of WuxVs niothoil of preaching the gospel. To those 
^k, " What must wo do to be saved ?" he answers, Cease to 
lut of yoursolvos for the salvation you seek — turn to the 
►f Christ iri'hin ; tiio Word of God is in your heart : when 

believe this that you are willing to confess it, you will be 
from sin. 

will now take for granted that the inquirer is intellectu- 
►nvineed that according to the word of God, Christ is in 
nd that he must boliove this, in order that he may receive 
on. Now he asks— " How shall I get this faitil ?" We 
* by an illustration. Suppose a man has in his hand a 
ote for a hundred dollars, which he supposes to be nothing 
than waste |)apor. Ho is told that it is a genuine note, 
oughts run thus — "While I remain in unbelief, this note 
^h nothing to me ; if I could boliovo that it is genuine. I 

be richer by a hundred dollars, in fooling and fact, than I 
v ; how shall I get this faith ?'' Counnon souse answers, 
imining the note, and the character of the maker of 
JO JJJblo is the record of the will of God, by which men 
lared possessors of eternal Wte. Cowvvcvoxi ^^w^^ V^^^V\j» 
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^i^Dj one who wishes to believe this, to examine the record and 
^^liaracter of liim wlio gave it. If an intelligent and careful 
reexamination of this kind does not produce faith, the reason must 
sought in the spirit of the inquirer. He stands at the gate of 
kingdom, into which no idols can be carried. He knows if ho 
elieves and confesses that Christ is in him, he will be severed 
'Anom every object of earthly affection. Men do not readily be- 
lieve tidings which cross their interests. " How can ye believe, 
^^ho receive honor one of another, and seek not that honor which 
^»meth from God only." Is it asked, What shall a man do, whoso 
lieart is weihletl to some earthly object, who yet desires to be- 
lieve? Wo uiiswor, Your case is hopeless ; unless by some means 
you shall be brouglit to nbandoii your idol. You can never loith 
Ute heart believi) the word of God, while your heart is otherwise 
engaged. While the ^od of this world blinds your mind, the 
glorious gospel can never shine into it. The man wlio is willing 
to part with every tiling for the knowledge of Christ, who sin- 
cerely hungers and thirsts after righteousness, will easily believe 
the word which announces his salvation. When an honest man 
gives an account of events, which even involve no Sjiccial inter- 
est, his hearers believe liiin as a matter of coui*se. No t*J\/rt to 
believe is thought of. But how easily and eagerly do men believe 
when they hear good tidings touciiing a matter concerning which 
they have been anxious ! If 1 am in a state of anxious suspense 
about the safety of a friend, and a messenger brings the word, 
" He is safe !'' tlie eager joy of faith rushes through me like an 
electric shock — I have immediate peace in believing. 80 the 
gospel is no sooner heanl than believed, by one who truly thirsts 
for the water of life. When ho lieare the word of God, •* Christ 
la in you, a conqueror over sin and death ! — all is safe I" — he be- 
lieves at once, and believing, passes from death unto life. 

If the inquirer declares himself willing to part with his idols, 
and yet cannot believe, we nmst search through his spirit again . 
for the reason of his unbelief. Perlia|is he is saying in his heart, 1 
** I would believe, if I could /cd that Christ is in me, and I am \ 
saved :'' in other words, ** I will believe the testimony of my own ' 
feelings, but not the word of God." This is wrong. A right 
spirit sa^'s, ** Let God be true, and ovw^ ni^Xi^VvKt— Ck^ ^%?S^ ' 
bo has given me his Son and cicmu\ Wte \ m^ l^vw^ ^sst\w^i«^ 
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his record ; my feelings are the liars — God ie true \ I koow and 
will testify that Christ is id me a whole Bavior, because God 
declares it, whether my feelings accord with the ta^tititony or 
not." If you wish for peace and ealvation by the witness of the 
Spirit, ^>e/bre you believe, you wish fer the fruit before there is 
any root. Righteousness^ peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, are 
the consequences of faitli ; the word of God, and that euly, u itg 
foundation. The man who holds the note for a hundred dollare^ 
in unbelief, cannot expect to^^ richer than usual, till he believes 
tlie note to be gcniiino ; and he would bo considered a rery fool* 
isli nam, if he shouKl swy in answer to argumeutd in favor of th« 
genuineness of the note — *' I feel as poor as ever, therefore the 
note cannot be good," Clirint says, " Behold I stand at the door 
and knock ; if any innii hear my voice and open the door, I will 
come in to him, i\\u\ t*u]^ with him, and ho with me»" Let the 
in<iuiror understand, lliat believing tlic word of God opens the 
door for the admission of the living witnesi^* It is wrong in this 
situation to say, *' I wuuld oj^en the door if I could *t»*? him who 
stands on the outside.^' You catinot nee through the door of 
unbelief. You hear the Savior's voice— that is enough — believe, 
open the door, and you shall pco him and sup with him. While 
you are asking for sight and supper, before you open the door, 
Christ is suflering for your folly, knocking without. 

If the inquirer is now convinced that he is not to look for 
peace before believing, but in believing ; nothing is wanting to 
complete his salvation, but such a confidence in what his intellect 
perceives to be the truth of God, as will produce a confesMon 
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onlj bj a oonfoBsion, which loaves no way for retreat Men are 
permitted to enter the kingdom only on condition of destroying 
the bridge behind them. 

As God is true, the man who thus confesses Christ, sliall be 
o(fnfesscd of him, before the Father. His peace shall be like a 
liver, and his righteousness as the waves of the sea. By the 
iritness of the Spirit, he shall know that he is a child of God, 
mxkd that ** whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin : for 
liis seed remaineth in him ; and he cannot sin, because he is bom 
of God.'' 



IX. CHARACTERISTICS OP THE SPIRITUAL MAN. 

We have shown that tliere were two classes of believers in the 
primitive church — a carnal class, not free from sin, though bap- 
tized witli the Spirit — and a spiritual or perfect class, to whom 
alone belonged the title of " sons of God.'' We have shown 
also that the transition from the first to the second class, though 
not very distinctly marked in the writings of the apostles, clearly 
took place in individual cases as early as the middle of the apos- 
tolic age, and in greater numbers at a later period. We have 
ascribed this tran.«<ition to the power of Clirist's resurrection, 
apprehended and appropriated by the believer in his inmost life ; 
and we have defined the act of faith which thus appropriates full 
salvation. We propose, in conclusion, to examine the records of 
the primitive church with a view to obtaining a more exact idea 
of the traits of character whicli distinguish spiritual from carnal 
believers. 

1. The first point we notice is that the spiritual man has a 
renewed mind. "He that is spiritual," says Paul, "judgeth 
[i.e. discemeth] all things." 1 Cor. 2 : 15. The reason of this is 
that he " has the mind of Christ." v. 16. His intellect is not 
only under the influence of that spirit which " searcheth the deep 
things of God," but is assimilated to it, and acts in unison with 
it He has the mind of the " new man which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him." Col. 8 : 10, 
(See also Eph. 4 : 23, and Rom. 12 : 2.) This renewed mind k 
strong and penetrating. Like iVift^ot^ ^l Q,^\s^ ^>Kv^>N>a 
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